Christian Rites of Passage-
Debutante & Beau
Recognition Celebration

“And We Shall Know Them by Their Works"
Ephesians 2:9-10 NIV

Christian Rites of Passage, Inc.
Background and Information Sheet

1961 — Ida Ruth Jameel participates as a young debu-
tante in Detroit at the CoBo Ball; her path is chronicled
during the same year in Ebony magazine

1983 — Mrs. Ida relocates to Atlanta

January 2001 - She retires from Delta Air Lines

April 2002 — She presents Rites of Passage - Christian
Debutante & Beau Ball concept to Former Cascade UMC
Senior Pastor, Reverend Dr. Walter L. Kimbrough

June 2003 — Announces open registration for Inaugural
Class of the Christian Rites of Passage, Debutante & Beau
Recognition Celebration Ball Program

August 2004 — Program participants volunteer at the
Christian Day Shelter for Women and Children; make pil-
lowcases with the children’s names and biblical scriptures
to be distributed as birthday gifts

November 2004 — Inaugural Christian Debutante &
Beau Ball held at Atlanta Airport Marriott Hotel with 500
guests in attendance. Youth receive Honorable Mention
Certificate (City Gold Seal) for the completion of the
Inaugural Christian Rites of Passage from the City of
Atlanta, signed by Mayor, Shirley Franklin.

February 2006 — Christian Rites of Passage Program
receives certificate of Incorporation and letter of federal
tax exemption status as a 501c3 organization

August 2007 — Accepts 34 applicants: 18 girls and 17
boys; the largest class in the organization’s history

2000 — Mrs. Ida begins to wonder, “What am | going to
do once | retire?”

April 2001 — Mrs. Ida joins Cascade United Methodist
Church (UMC) and as the idea begins to blossom, she

begins jotting down rites of passage

May 2002 — Presents program blueprint to Cascade
UMC, United Methodist Women

July 2003 — Accepts 27 applicants; Christian Rites of
Passage Program is biennial, and the program lasts for
one year. After registration, sessions begin in October

and continue through October of the following year.

September 2004 — Program participants volunteer at
Jerry Lewis Telethon held at Atlanta Airport Marriott
Hotel

November 2006 — Second Biennial Christian
Debutante & Beau Ball held at Atlanta Hyatt Regency
Hotel with 500 guests in attendance. Fox5 News

____Anchorwoman Amanda Davis serves as Mistress of
Ceremonies.

11Alive Anchorwoman Brenda Wood features program in
her weekly “Good People” segment

October 2007 - Christian Rites of Passage Inc.
|  Orientation, Session | begins as the first of 12 sessions,
Cascade United Methodist Church Senior Pastor, Marvin A.
Moss serves as facilitator. The program also expands to
include fundraising efforts.

October 2008 — Third Biennial Christian Rites of

Passage, Inc. Debutante & Beau ball held at the Atlanta

v Hyatt Regency



